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ASSISTANT CLERK: 25 aye s , 0 n ay s on the a dvancement of the
bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 828 is advanced. The final revisor bill
of t h e d a y , LB 829 .

ASSISTANT CLERK: L B 8 29 was i n t r od u c e d b y Sen at o r Labedz.
(Read t i t l e . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: The C ha i r r e cogn i ze s the member from the
21st Legislative District, Senator Peterson.

SENATOR PETERSON: Mr. Speaker, this is the last revisor bill
although I have a bill that was introduced, 830,that is right
under it. I presume we could take that up, t oo , Mr . Sp eak e r .
Just funning, yeah, mine is a. . . Mr . S pe a k e r , and me m bers , t h i s
bill would repeal a section relating to pa yments b y c er t a i n
prisoners that i s obsolete. The bill also corrects internal
references in two sections. I ask for the movement of the bill,
M r. Speaker .

S PEAKER BARRETT: A ny d i scu ss i o n ? Those ir. favor of advancement
of the bill to E & R please vote a ye, op po s e d n ay . Recor d ,
p lease .

ASSISTANT C L ERK: 27 ayes , 0 nay s on t h e advancement of the
bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER B ARRETT: LB 8 29 i s ad v an ce d . Any n ew b i l l s ,

ASSISTANT CLERK: N e w b i l l s . (Read for the first time by title:
L Bs 1091-1095 , LB 16 3 A . See pages 259-61 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) A new r eso l ut i on , LR 237CA by Sen at or s Wesely,
Chambers , and Ch i zek . (Read brief e x planation. See
pages 261-63 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Moving to item s even, General
File, 1989 Speaker priority bills, LB 3 7 . Mr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , LB 37 was a bill originally introduced by
S enator Rod Jo h n s o n . (Read title.) The bill was introduced on
January 5 of l ast ye ar . Mr. President, at that t ime, it wa s
referred to the Agriculture Committee for public hearing. The
b i l l w as adv a n c e d to General Fi le. I do h ave c ommittee

Mr. C l e r k ?
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i n Room 2102 .

P RESIDENT: N r . Cl er k , do you h a v e anything for the record?

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i de n t , I d o . A reminder, the Speaker would like
t o have a mee ting o f Committee Chairs tomorrow morning at
eight-thirty, Committee Chairs tomorrow morning at eigh t - t h i r t y

Nr. President, your Committee o n E d u c a t i on who s e Chai r i s
Senator Withem reports LB 1086 to General File, LB 1090 General
File with a m endments, LB 1195 Ge n e r al Fi l e , t hose s i g n e d b y
Senator Withem, and L B 1180 i nd e f i n i t el y po st p o n e d , LB 1197
indefinitely pos tponed. Urban Affairs rep orts LB 943
indefinitely postponed, LB 1171 indefinitely postponed, signed
by Senator H artnett. Banking reports LB 624 to General File,
that signed by Se nator L andis . ( See p a g e s 7 7 9 - 8 0 of t h e
Legislative Journal.)

Nr. P re s i d e n t , a se r i e s of priority bills designations. Senator
Wesely a s Cha i r of Health and Human Services select s L B 92 3 ,
Senator Withem selects L R 239CA, Sen a t o r Warner se l e ct ed
L B 1141 . Gene r a l Affairs Committee selected LB 862 as one of
its priority bills, that's o ff e re d b y S e n a t o r S mith. Senat or
D ierk s h a s se l ec t e d L B 1 2 3 8 .

I have a mendments to be printed to LB 163A by Senator Schimek.
( See page 78 1 o f t he Leg i s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

A confirmation report from the Education Committee.
offered by Senator Withem.

A series of adds, Mr. President. Senator We i h i n g w o u l d l i ke t o
add his name to LB 642, Senator NcFarland t o LB 10 1 0, Sen at o r
L owel l Joh n s on t o LB 976 a nd Se n a t o r P irsch t o LB 1 0 9 1 a n d
Senator Wa r n e r t o LB 1 59 , AN2 3 7 2 . That is all t hat I h av e ,
Nr. P r e s i d e n t . ( See page 78 2 o f t h e Leg i s l at i v e Jo u r n a l . )

PRESIDENT: Th a n k you . S enator Mo o re , p l e as e .

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, Nr. President, I move we adjourn until
9 :00 a . m . , February 1 4 , Va l e n t i n e ' s Da y.

That i s
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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, members of the
body. Ve ry briefly, LB 1091 was a bill that I was very much
involved in with many members of the body, particularly with the
help of Senator Scofield and the Appropriations Committee. And
we did set a good precedent two years ago. And I don't really
have too, and in fact I don't have any problems supporting such
a bill, even if my county,which it's easier, Senator Carson,
Senator Rogers, I understand for me to stand up and support i t
because my county is going to be one that benefits,and that
does make it a lot easier, easier t o do . But t h e w a y I ' ve
looked at whether it be the railroad lawsuit or the pipeline
case, what have you, it's money that was originally there that ,
through no fault of the counties, is going to have to be.. . i s
simply not going to be there. And this is one of those that the
L egislature can say , g e e , we know you didn't plan on this, i t ' s
one of those things that just happened, it was a legal matter,
and we can help you for this one time, but don't come b ack a n d
ask us again, because you' re going to have to find how to deal
with those losses in years to come, assuming that things do not
develop with some of the things that we did in the special
session. Hopefully that special session will prove t o b e
fruitful. So I hope that the body does support the amendment
offered by Senator Johnson is a good amendment, it's a well
thought out amendment in terms that it does give the Governor a
choice. The Governor, if we pass the amendment and l at e r
LB 920, can si mp l y qo on and say, yes, I'd like to give full
reimbursement, or she can have the choice of saying we' re j u st
going to hit those counties that have been impacted by it
1 percent o r m o r e , which would mean the day. . . e v e rybody w ou l d
have to eat some of the lo ses, but we'd cover the major losses
that would be v e r y , very harmful to certain count i es . So I
think it's a w ell thought out amendment. I think it's a good
bill, LB 905, if I remember correctly, a nd I w o u l d u r g e t h e b o d y
to support that. I also would like to throw out another comment
that I think most senators here, if there would be something in
our c o u n t y t h at we, or anywhere in our district, that we went
through and we were counting on something b udgetar y wi se , bu t
something happened legally, whether it was in the agriculture
industry, whether it was in the business industry, and al l of a
sudden, t h r oug h no fault of our own districts, they lost that
money, I think any of us would be in here saying t ha t we would
like to help out, though. So, there are certain counties that
obviously will not be helped by this. But I suspect there wil l
be some other time in the future where they will be asking for
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The first part of the amendment,
2 843, h a s b e e n w i t hd r a w n . I am so r r y .

SENATOR PIRSCH: Sections of that amendment.

SPEAKER B A RRETT:
Nr. C l e r k .

have 2844 in front of me now.

All of AM2843 are withdrawn. T hank y o u .

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i den t , the next amendment I have is b y Se n a t o r
Pir s c h . Sena t or , again, because you are primary introducer, I

SENA"OR PIRSCH: ( Nike o f f ) t h at i s t he same, i s i t n o t ,
Nr. Cl e r k ? Yeah , pu l l t h at .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Wi t h d r aw n .

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i d en t , the next amendment I then have is one
o f f e r e d b y Sen a t o r s J ohn s o n , Pir s ch , Pe t er s on , and Beck f o u n d o n
page 1345 o f t he Jou r n a l . AN2799, S e n a tor .

SPEAKER BARRETT: S enato r Pi r s c h . Sena t or J ohn s o n .

SENATOR L. J O HNSON: Nr. Speaker, am I perceived with an opening

SPEAKER BARRETT: Ce r t ai n l y .

SENATOR L. J OHNSON: Thank y o u . Nr . Pr e s i den t , and m e mber s o f
the Legislature, I t h i nk l i k e a l l o f u s I h av e b een i nc r ea s i ng l y
a ware and a l ar m e d about the high incidence o f d r u g u s e by
minors. This amendment proposed to Senator Pirsch's excellent
school yard bill was introduced by me during our curren t s es s i on
of the Leg islature a s LB 1 0 9 1 . Th e b i l l r ec e i v ed a committee
h,.aring before the Judiciary Committee on Feb r u a r y 21s t , and at
t ha t h ea r i ng , LB 109 1 r ec ei v ed wi de and unanimous support from
both law enforcement officials and t ho s e i n v o l v ed wit h d r u g
preven t i o n p r og r am s . Those who test>fied and from the letters I
h ave r ece i v ed ar e unified in their agreement that the c ur r e n t
penalty system for drug offenses in Nebraska does not a d e q u a t e l y
address those crimes perpetrated against th young. I t i s a
fact that our statutes pertaining to drug offenses fail to make
a distinction between crimes perpetrated on an adult compared to
t hose i n v o l v i n g m i n o rs . I n co n j u n c t i on wi t h Senato r Pi r s ch ' s
976, this a mendment signalsa clear message to those who pedal

statement?
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drugs, if you use minors to do your dirty work, you will be
punished more severely if caught. It achieves this simply by
upping the Nebraska felony classification o ne i n c r e ment ab o v e
that which would normally be charged if an adult were involved.
This incidentally is the same method employed in federal law
which allows for increased punishment on drug convictions where
an adult has either distributed drugs to a minor or used a minor
in a drug trafficking operation. This amendment would provide
our state and l ocal law enforcement official -.> with the same
authority that exists at the federal level i n p r o s e cu t i n g ,
convicting, and sentencing drug-related crimes where a child is
involved. It would also give Nebraska a system of punishment
which is commensurate with the crime, that is criminals who
choose t o c o r r u p t o ur you t h by introducing them to d rugs o r
enl i s t i n g t h em i n their distribution networks should and must
suffer additional penalties for that crime. As you are a l s o , I
am sure, frightened and sickened,I am sure you are that drug
dealers target societies most vulnerable group, its children,
into the business of trafficking drugs and introduce them to
other illegal activities. These criminals ensnare the young and
then profit at these children's expense. Such exposure t o c r i m e
o ften ha s a cor r u p t i v e e f f e ct on an i n d i v i du a l ch i l d ' s l i f e wi t h
ir r e p ar able ha r m requiring exhaustive treatment and
rehabilitative programs. The q u e s t i o n be f or e us an d a l l
N ebraskans i s wha t c a n we d o t o p r ot e ct and safeguard our
children from a negative and criminal environment of the drug
activity. Nany knowledgeable peoplea rgue f o r t ough e r laws,
more law enforcement officers, while others believe greater
emphasis on education and r e h a b il i t at i on i s ne ces sa r y . An
honest evaluation of the problem would probably indicate that
both views have merit, both are c orrec t , and ne i t he r c an b e
mutually exclusive of the other. I n fact, the battle for the
mental and physical health of our youth is not won with a single
solution. It is rather a multidimensional social problem that
can only be resolved if challenged with an equally diverse and
unbending approach. T h e amendment I have offered for your
thoughtful consideration this afternoon is a smal l b u t cou l d b e
a significant contribution to the law enforcement part of t h at
equation as it revises the Nebraska statute drug penalty law by
incorporating the federal system of having laws specifically
aetailed for drug crimes where children are the victims. One of
those who testified at the hearing of LB 1091 was a young man
from my own district who is a senior i n hi gh scho ol , Fremont
High School. He i s currently Boys State Governor of Nebraska
and Ben Sass, in his testimony, said t h i s . "This b i l l s ends a
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